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H.R.H. Dom Duarte Nuno, Duke of 
Bragarn;a, Wearing the insignia of 
the Order of the Golden Fleece, the 
Collar and Star of the Order of SS. 
Annunziata, The Star of the Order 
of Our Lady of the Conception of 
Vila Vii;osa, the Star of the Grand 
Cross of the Pontifical Pian Order, 
and the uniform and insignia of a 
Bailiff Grand Cross of Honour and 
Devotion of the Sovereign Military 
Order of Malta. 

Courtesy: The Duke of Bragam;:a 

H .R.H. Dom Miguel died on 11 October 1927, and H.M. King Dom 
Manuel II died in 1932 in England: thus the lineage of the male 
descendants of Queen Dona Maria II ended, and H.R.H. Dom Duarte 
Nuno, Duke of Bragarn;a, became the legitimate Head of the Royal House 
of Portugal, and in 1942 he married his cousin H.R.H. Dona Marie 
Frarn;oise de Orleans Bragarn;a, a direct descendant of Dom Pedro, thus 
uniting the two branches of the Bragarn;a family. 

They had three sons: Dom Duarte Pio, born on 15 May 1945, whose 
Godfather was His Holiness Pope Pius XII; Dom Miguel, born on 3 
December 1946; and Dom Henrique, born on 6November1949. 

In 19.50, by the unanimous decision of the National Assembly of the 
Repubhc of Portugal, the successor to the Cörtes, H.R.H. Dom Duarte 
Nuno, Duke of Bragarn;a, was invited to return from exile to Portugal 
with his family. 

H.R.H. Dom Duarte Nuno died on 24 December 1976 in Lisbon and 
was interred in the Pantheon of the Dukes of Bragarn;a in Vila Vi<;osa. 

He was succeeded by his eldest son, Dom Duarte Pio Joäo Miguel 
Henrique Pedro Gabrielo Rafael, as Duke of Bragarn;a, the new Head of 
the Royal House of Portugal. 

yYhen the Parliament of Portugal invited the Royal Family to return to 
their homeland, they accepted the legitimacy of the right to the headship 
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After his return from exile with his family, H.R.H. Dom Duarte Nuno, Duke of Bragani;a 
paid a visit to Rome, so that his son and heir, Dom Duarte Pio, the pres:nt Duke of 
Bragani;a, could pay homage to his Godfather, Pope Pius XII. From left to nght: H.R.H. 
Dom Duarte Nuno, Duke of Bragani;a, the Infante Dom Miguel, His Holiness Pope Pius 
XII, the Pope's Godson, the Infante D. Duarte Pio, the Duke of Bragani;a's Principal 
Counsellor, Dom Antonio de Sousa Lara. 

Courtesy: The Duke of Bragarn;a 

of the Royal House of Bragarn;a of H.R.H. Dom Duarte Nuno. While the 
f..ssembleia da Republica can decide who - other than the Head. of the 
Royal House, his spouse and children - belongs to the Royal Family and 
may use the title Infante and is in line to the succession, for example: the 
Duke of Bragarn;a' s brothers, neither Parliament nor the Council of 
Nobility of Portugal nor any political party can 'elect' the Head of the 
House of Bragam;a. He or she becomes the Head of the Royal House by 
the law of primogeniture, being first in line to the succession on the death 
of the last Head. 

On the death of his father in 1976, Dom Duarte Pio inherited the Jus 
Collationis, the right to confer honours of the Royal House of Bragarn;a, 
which became his personal property by Jure Sanguinis - the right of blood 
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- and both its possession and exercise are inviolable and vested solely in 
him.1 

A_ Head_ of ~ Royal House, whether regnant or non-regnant, can 
abd1cate, e1ther m favour of the next person in line of succession or, by 
mutual agreement between the legitimate heir-apparent and heir
presumptives in favour of an heir-apparent who, however, must first b 
declare~ a· member of the Royal Family by the Assembleia da Republica, 
the Parhament of Portugal, before such a transfer is possible. The lawful 
Head of the ~?yal House of Bragarn;a cannot legitimately be removed 
from that pos1hon and a successor lawfully installed, unless the political 
forces trying to force such an issue resort to execution or assassination. 

There have. been the inevitable claimants to the headship of the Hous 
of Braganc;a J_ust as_ there have been spurious claimants and imposter 
who have laid claim to almost every headship of regnant and non
regna~t Royal Houses, and ~ortugal is no exception. 1 draw particular 
a~tent10n to those false ~laimants who by devious means published 
p1ctures of themselves w1th the Pope, thus pretending to have 'papal 
approval'. 1 have explained in the introduction to this chapter how these 
photographs are 'arranged' and subsequently exploited. 

On 17 May 1982, by Royal Warrant, Dom Duarte, Duke of Braganc;a, 
conferred upon his brother and heir-apparent, H.R.H. the Infante Dom 
M~guel, the ti~le of. Duke of Viseu, and upon his youngest brother, the 
heu-presumphve, H.R.H. Dom Henrique, the dignity of Duke of 
Coimbra. 

_Unless. H.R.H. Dom Duarte Pio, Duke of Braganc;a, whilst being 
w1thout ISsue, proposes a person to the Portuguese Parliament to be 
named and approved as third in line to succession, so as to ensure the 
continuity of the Royal House, it is idle to speculate who might 
eventually succeed as Duke of Braganc;a . 

. The r_öle and function of the Head of the Royal House of Portugal 
d1ffers . m many respects from those of other Heads of major Royal 
Dynashes, most of whom live outside their native lands. This is due to a 

11n one important respect, the prerogatives of the Dukes of Braganc;:a differ from those of all other 
legitimate suc~essors to reigning monarchs: besides the royal prerogative of conferring the dynastic 
Orders o~ Knightho~d, the Dukes of Braganc;:a have always exercised and maintained, separately 
from therr prerogahves as successors. to the Monarchs of Portugal, the inherent rights and 
prerogahves. <;>f the Heads of the sovere1gn Duca! House of Braganc;:a, the conferring of 'Foros', six 
titles of nob1hty. When Joao, eighth Duke of Braganc;a, ascended the throne of Portugal as King in 
1640, ~e d1d not surrender the ducal prerogative of conferring the six 'Foros' to the Crown. Instead, 
the Kings of Portugal conferred the 'Foros' as supplementary titles to the royal titles upon those 
w~om they smgled out for a. person.al honour. On occasion, a 'Foro' was conferred upon trusted 
friends of the Monarch - m his capac1ty as the Duke of Braganc;a - without a royal title. Because the 
Dukes o.f Braga~c;a never surrendered the prerogative of conferring 'Foros' to the Crown, this 
prerogahve contmued to belong to them and did not pass to the State or Republic which became the 
herr to all other Crown privileges and prerogatives. The Duke of Braganc;a is therefore the only non
regnant Head of a Dynasty who has retained the right to confer titles of nobility. (See: Appendix VIII 
'The Prerogatives of the Dukes of Branganc;a'). 
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11umber of factors, foremost of which was the mutual respect between 
nstitutions of the Republic of Portugal and the Duke of Bragarn;a, Dom 

1 uarte Nuno. 
His Royal Highness Dom Duarte Pio, the present Duke of Braganc;a, is 

udvised by his own Counsellors. Affinity and support for the Duke of 
Braganc;a permeates not only all classes of society, but also the Assembleia 
la Republica, where he has friends in all political parties. He is not, for 
'xample, associated with political monarchist parties. There is no rivalry 
between the Head of the Republic and the Head of the non-regnant Royal 
1 Iouse, but much mutual respect. · 

The reader might be tempted to draw a comparison with events in 
pain prior to the accession of His Majesty King Juan Carlos of SJ:?ain, but 

, uch a comparison would be wrong. The Duke of Braganc;a is not a 
protege of Portugal' s Head of State (with the ri~ht of succession) as w~s 
the case in Spain; Dom Duarte Pio has only desued to serve Portugal m 
whatever capacity he can, and that wish is respected by the Government 
and the people of Portugal alike. His Royal Highness served for several 
years as a Pilot Officer in the Portuguese Air Force. 

He has won the respect of the people, the Presidency of the Republic 
and the Government on his own merits, not on claims based on the deeds 
of his illustrious ancestors. Similarly, he has never tried to perpetuate 

Eighty years after Kin g Dom 
M anuel II had gone into exile to 
England and where he attended 
the Installation of Edw ard, Prince 
of Wales as a Knight of the Garter, 
H.R.H. Dom Duarte Pio, Duke of 
Bragarn;a presents H.R.H. Charles, 
Prince of Wales, with a Polo 
Trophy . 

Courtesy: Marqu~ de Arena 
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APPENDIX VIII 

THE PREROGATIVES OF THE DUKES OF BRAGANC::A 
TO CONFER THE ANCIENT TITLES OF NOBILITY, 

THEFOROS 

Among the Heads of the non-regnant Catholic dynasties, the Dukes of 
Braganc;a, the legitimate heirs and successors to the Crown of Portugal, 
are unique in as much as the inherent rights and prerogatives they hav 
always possessed as sovereign Dukes of Braganc;a, were nev r 
surrendered to the Crown of Portugal and continued to exist in parall J 
with the rights and prerogatives they exercised as monarchs of th 
Kingdom of Portugal. i 

To exercise these rights the Dukes of Braganc;a never needed apostoli 
or mi~sterial approval ~r advice. The act of giving to the Portugues 
Council of Nob1hty the nght of approving and keeping a register of th 
Duke's appointments, was an act of courtesy by Dom Duarte Nuno, Duke 
of Braganc;a, who had instituted the Council of Nobility after his return 
from exile in 1950. Juridically only the Duke of Braganc;a is the legitimate 
Jans honorum who can confer Foros, which are six ancient hereditary title 
of nobility, solely conferred by the Heads of the House of Braganc;a, even 
when not rulers of Portugal. 

These Foros were often conferred as complementary to the royal titles 
bestowed by the monarchs as Sovereigns of Portugal on those singled out 
for special distinction, and they were conferred separately. Thus, those 
honoured with the highest Fora, FIDALGO CAVALEIRO, prior to 1640, were 
appointed FlDALGO CAVALEIRO DO DUQUE - Ducal Peer -, and those whom 
the Monarch appointed after 1640 were created FIDALGO CAVALEIRO DA 
CASA REAL - Peer of the Royal House. 

Since 1910, when Portugal became a Republic, the Dukes of Braganc;a 
can only confer dukedoms and other royal titles of nobility upon actual 
members of the Royal Family, who must be approved and named by the 
Assembleia da Republica, the Portuguese Parliament. However he has the 
unrestricted right of conferring Foros because the Ducal House of 
Braganc;~ never surrendered that prerogative to the Crown of Portugal. 
As menhoned above, royal titles which need renewing under the clauses 
of the relevant Royal Letters Patent are now ratified and confirmed by the 
Council of Nobility of Portugal. 

Royal Portuguese titles of nobility were conferred for one, two or at 
most three generations, after which they had to be renewed. lt is the 
prerogative of the Duke of Braganc;a to approve the renewal of a title. His 
approval is indicated to the President of the Council of Nobility, who will 

THEPREROGATIVESOFTHEDUKESOFBRAGAN\Ä 651 

then discuss the matter in Council. Requirement for renewal of title does 
not apply to the Foros which have always been conferred in perpetuity. 
Dom Duarte Nuno, Duke of Braganc;a, delegated the responsibility for 
examining and deciding on claims of legitimate successors to royal titles 
to the Council of Nobility of Portugal. The titles, which have to be 
renewed periodically, and to which lawful and legitimate succession has 
to be proven by the petitioner before the Duke of Braganc;a recommends 
ratification of a renewal, are those of Duque, Marquas, Conde, Visconde 
and Baräo, these being titles conferred by a Monarch before 1910. 

The Duke of Braganc;a can also grant permission and give his personal 
Nihil Obstat for foreign titles of nobility that have been conferred tipon 
Portuguese citizens by foreign Monarchs to be born as a foreign titles in 
Portugal, and the Tratamento, the appellation 'Dom' which is used by 
distinguished nobles, is in his personal gift. 

In exceptional cases the Dukes of Braganc;a have conferred a Fora upon 
a foreign citizen. The Duke of Braganc;a informs the Council of Nobility 
and the proposed recipient of the Fora he intends to confer. The Council 
will then ratify and register the title of the newly created holder and an 
Alvarti or Letters Patent will be issued. 

A separate document is issued by the Associacäo da Nobreza Hist6rica 
de Portugal, a public body in the Republic, which gives the date of 
ratification of the title, the date of publication of the document, its 
enrolment number as well as issuing a badge of nobility. 

The Foros da Casa Real, fall into two categories: the higher and lesser 
nobility: 

Higher Nobility: 
FIDALGO CAVALEIRO DA CASA REAL 
FIDALGO ESCUDEIRO DA CASA REAL 
Mo<;:o FIDALGO DA CASA REAL 

Lesser Nobility: 
CAVALEIRO FIDALGO DA CASA REAL 
ESCUDEIRO FIDALGO DA CASA REAL 
Mo<;:o DA CAMERA DA CAsA REAL. 

As can be seen, the distinction between the first and the fourth, and the 
second and the fifth Fora has been the position of the word FIDALGO. If it 
was placed first, it presupposed that the bearer of the title was considered 
a Peer of the House of Braganc;a of Portugal. From the second half of the 
sixteenth century to the first half of the seventeenth century, only twenty 
gentlemen were created FIDALGO. lnitially they were appointed FIDALGO 
DO DUQUE1, which was changed after 1640 to FIDALGO DA CASA REAL. 

On 2 December 1991 Dom Duarte Pio, Duke of Braganc;a decreed that 
1See Mercas de 0 . Theod6sio ll D11que de Brngan~n, Lisboa 1967. 
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from that date the two principal Foros of Higher Nobility should both be 
registered by the Council of Nobility in the Alvarci as FIDALGO DA CASA 
REAL - Peer of the Royal House - as the original distinctions relating to 
positions at Court no langer apply, although the Duke of Braganc;a will 
continue to confer the t1tles of FIDALGO CAVALEIRO and FIDALGO EscUDEIRO 
at his discretion. No decision with regard to the Foros of Lesser Nobility 
has been taken, as none has been conferred since 1896. 

Those holding a Fora are listed in the Anucirio da Nobreza de Portugal, 
updated editions of which are published periodically. The Duke of 
Braganc;a has also issued a decree to make it clear that holders of the first 
and second dass ranks of the Order of Our Lady of the Conception of Vila 
Vic;osa, do not receive a Foro by right, as has been stated in som 
publications, his prerogatives as successor to the Crown of Portugal and 
to the Dukedom of Braganc;a being quite separate. 

1 am endebted to Mr. John Bury, a foremost scholar and authority in 
lberian history, for providing me with a comprehensive history and 
definition of a Fora. Mr. Bury1 has made a particular study of the era from 
the fifth to the eighth Duke of Braganc;a. Fora DO DUQUE and Fora DA CASA 
REALare ancient Portuguese phrases, best translated as largess, charter or 
grant bestowed by the Head of the Sovereign Ducal House of Braganc;a. A 
Fora or a largess of a FIDALGO consisted of the actual title, annuities and 
privileges.2 The ward Fora is primarily used in modern parlance for a 
charter conferring privileges on cities and towns. 

As far as titles connected with Royal or Ducal Hauses are concerned, 
they tend to use archaic terms that can create problems when an up-to
date interpretation or a translation into another language is sought. Mr. 
Bury cited several reference works that analyse the appellation FIDALGO 
and show that it is a contraction of the words filho, son, and d'algo, 
meaning of wealth, of riches, of honour; (in the 16th and 17th and 18th 
centuries it always implied that the person was a member of the nobility 
and armigerous). In his researches, Mr. Bury also discovered that, 
particularly in the sixteenth century, the Fora granting the title FIDALGO 
was quite distinct from those granting lesser ranks of nobility, as each 
group constituted a different possibility of promotion and position that 
could be held at Court. He cautioned against drawing any comparison 
between persons holding a Fora in Portugal, which confers actual nobility, 
with those using the appellation Nobile, sometimes granted with a 
Pontifical Order of Knighthood. The appellation Nobile, does not confer or 
denote actual nobility and the recipient is therefore listed as 'untitled 
1Mr. John Bury drew rny attention to the Mappa de Portugal by Joäo Bautis ta de Cas tro (Lisboa, 1762) 
which he considers the bes t source of information on the two para!Jel ladders of promotion from 
Moc;:o through EscuDElRO to CAVA LEIRO DA CASA DO ÜUQUE and CASA REAL DE PORTUGAL. This practic 
prevailed in Portugal from at least the early sixteenth century. 
2See the official publication Privilegios da Nobreza, e Fidalguia de de Portugal, Anno de 1806, corn Licern;a 
d a Meza do Sesembargo do Pac;o. 
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nobility' or it can be used as a courtesy title for a person of high social 
standing. 

By courtesy of Mr. Bury the following extracts hav: been ~eproduced: 
from Mappa de Portugal Antigo, E Moderno pel Padred Joao Bautzsta de Castro 
(Lisbon, 1762), the relevant pages referring to FIDALGUIA PoRTUGUE~A, a~d 
from his own work Juan de Herrera y el Escurial (Madrid: Patrnnomo 
Nacional, 1995), a comparison between FIDALGOS and Knights in Spain. 
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Sinn: the publication in 1983 of Archbishop CanJinaJe", 
Orill'n o( K11ig/11/111oi/. A1rnrd1 1111d tlie Hofr See. and the t\\o 
latcr editions ( 1984 and 198.5) edited and relised by Peter 
Bander 1·an Duren. 11 hose Oll n work Jile Cm.1.1· 011 lhl' S1rnn/ 
appcared in 1987. therc ha1c bccn major changcs in thc Holy 
SL•c\ allitudc towards Orders of Knighthood . These changcs 
ha1c mcant that !arge scctions of both books are mm out of 
datc . so it has been neccssary for Peter Bander van Durcn to 
L·omplctcly rewritc and update the work Archbishop Cardinak 
bcgan. and without which this book could not havc bccn \\ ril
ll'll. 

Onll'n o/ K11ig/11hood und o( 1vfrri1 presents the many 
CatholiL·-foundcd Orders or Knighthood in a lll'I\ pcrspccti1 L' . 

and deals not only \\ ith the Pontifical Equcstrian Orders and 
thc !wo suniYing rcligious Orders of Knighthood. but \\ilh thc 
niany Catholic-foundcd but sentlariscd Orders - dynastic. statc 
allll LT0\\11 - that nisl t0th1y . He namincs their rclationship. 
11 hcre one cxists. 10 thc A.postolic Sec and thc Papal') in tlu: 
light of thc changcs !hat ha1·e takcn placc. as 11cll as thc 
dichotomy bctwccn thc different rl>Jcs and funclions of thc 
Holy Sec and the Apostolic Sec. thc 11'lu.1 1er cf ivlugi.11rt1 of all 
Catholic-foundcd Orders of Knighthood. Hai ing bccn ablc lo 
st udy 1 arious \Ollrcc matcrials hithcrto and not sincc al'ailabk 
!ll othcrs. hc L'\pmcs !he misundcrstandings aml 111i,i11forma-
1ion lhal cxisl in this ficiLI. and highlights crrors thal hal'e bccn 
JlL'rJlL'[Uatcd. Sllllll'tillll'S for l'L'Jllllrics. through gcllllilll' JacJ., Of 
information. a' 11cll a' thosc that. for political cxpcdicncy. 
ha1 c bcen delibcratcly rnncealcd . 

Thc chaplcr and appendicc' 011 thc Pontifical Orders of 
Knighthood arc dcsigncd lo as-.ist papal knights in thcir rölc 
and functions lhat lheir appointmcnts ha1 c gi 1·c n thcm. Thc 
author plaL·cs lhesc Order' in pcrspccti1e. and , ho\\ s thal thcir 
c·ontinued cxistcnce is based 011 authoritati1 e documcntation. 
Papal Bricl's. Papal Bulls allll. in thc light of rccent dc1·cJop-
111rnts. 011 the rcle1 ant Canons of the 1983 Codex furi.1 

Cw11111ici. This bool-; is thercfon.: onc of thc most importanl 
co1Hributions to the study of phalcri,tics that has bcen pub
li shcd in thc past decadcs. 

Special attc11tio11 is paid lu Dynastie Orders of Knighthoud . 
c's pecially thosc thal although scculari,cd. in somc cascs for 
ccnturics. still fulfil a lay apostolalc. Many statc and dynastic 
Orders wcrc scculariscd du ring thc Reformation. and 11 hilc 
thcy no longcr ha1c any link 11ith thc Apostolic See . they 
rctain thc characlcr and insignia of their fonncr cxistcncc. and 
11011 hal'L' a rcciprocal rclationship with thc Holy Sec in its 
capacity as a sovcrcign power. Extinct Catholic-foundcd 
Orders. as weil as those organisations thal without justification 
claim chi1a lric slalll\. are dealt with in dctail. Onc of thc mosl 
imponant matlcrs dealt 11 ith by the author. and not hitheno 
considcrcd clscwhcre. is thc rt1i.rn11 c/'hre of sevcral Orders. 
allll some aspccts of Hospitaller as weil as Military Orders are 
also cxamincd. 

For ovcr half thc pn:sent milknnium. from the time of the 
fi rst Crusadc to thc lauer half or thc se1cntcenth century. mem
bcrs of Catholic-foundcd Orders of Knighthood werc at the 
forl'i'ront of the dcfence of West Europcan ci1 ili1ation . and thc 
au thor suggests thal thcy may lllll'e again find a ri'Jle . Ther.: an: 
also many app.:ndices that gil'.: a wealth of information not 
rcadily available to lhose intcrcsted in phalcristics - thc study 
"r Orders. decorations am! honours bcstowcd on meritorious 
i11di1 iduals. ( 
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